NOW 

IN 

KOREA 


The  thrilling  experience  of  liberation,  after 
thirty-five  years  of  Japanese  domination, 
is  mixed  with  sadness,  for  Korea  is  divided 
into  two  parts  by  the  38th  parallel  — the 
north,  where  one  finds  less  than  half  the 
population  and  most  of  the  natural 
resources,  under  a Communist  govern- 
ment; and  the  south,  under  a democratic  government,  with  the 
majority  of  the  population  and  most  of  the  rice  land,  but  very 
little  of  the  mineral  wealth  or  the  hydroelectric  resources  of  the 
country. 

Where  every  piece  of  available  land  is  used  for  farming, 
and  rice  the  principal  crop;  where  nearly  one  million  families 
are  engaged  in  silkworm  culture,  and  where  the  fisheries  are  among  the 
largest  in  the  world,  and  the  production  of  silk,  cotton  and  rubber  goods, 
electric  light  and  paper  are  among  the  chief  industries. 

Where  ancestor  worship  and  practices  akin  to  Confucianism 
flourished  500  years  before  Christ,  and  where  Buddhism  was 
introduced  in  the  fourth  century.  Protestant  mission  work  began  in  1884 
under  Dr.  Horace  N.  Allen  a Presbyterian  medical  missionary  who 
gained  entry  to  the  country  as  physician  to  the  American  Legation. 
Dr.  Allen's  skill  and  service  to  the  royal  family  soon  made  him  famous 
and  won  for  him  royal  patronage,  thus  opening  the  way  for  further  mission 
work.  In  1885  Dr.  Allen  was  joined  by  Dr.  Horace  G.  Underwood. 
Another  of  the  early  missionaries  was  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Moffett  who  arrived 
in  1890.  These  pioneers  laid  the  foundations  for  evangelistic  missions  in 
Korea. 


The  work  developed  rapidly.  Prior  to  the 
war,  a strong  and  growing  Christian  move- 
ment existed  in  Korea.  After  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  two  of  the  smaller 
denominations  were  completeh  suppressed  b\  the  Japanese  government, 
and  the  other  denominations,  mostly  Methodist  and  Presbyterian,  were 
faced  with  such  strict  regulations  that  it  was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  they  were  able  to  function  without  surrender  to  pagan  practices. 
Christian  missionaries  had  been  ordered  to  leave  the  country:  Christian 
schools  were  closed  or  transferred,  and  those  permitted  to  continue  were 
forbidden  to  give  any  religious  instruction.  Several  of  the  buildings  were 
torn  down  and  Shinto  temples  built  in  their  places.  Church  services 
were  reduced  to  one  a week,  and  pastors  were  required  to  do  war  work 
on  Sunday. 

Such  institutions  as  the  Bible  Society,  the  Christian  Literature  Societ\ 
and  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societies  were  closed,  so  that  the  Church 
was  cut  off  from  all  Christian  literature  during  the  war. 


Wartime  Korea 
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National  leaders  were  under  pressure  . . . some  were  persecuted,  some 
died.  Others  who  refused  to  comply  escaped  into  obscure  villages  where 
they  served  as  opportunity  offered,  while  they  waited  for  the  coming  of 
peace. 


Postwar  Korea 


At  the  end  of  the  war,  Korea  suddenly  found 
herself  cut  in  two  at  the  38th  parallel,  with 
the  military  forces  of  Soviet  Russia  occupying  the  northern  half  and  the 
United  States  forces  occupying  the  southern  half. 


Even  material  thing  that  could  aid  the  military  forces  had  been  seized 
by  the  Japanese  . . . many  of  the  Christian  buildings  were  used  as  barracks. 
In  the  south,  however,  a reconstruction  program  was  almost  immediately 
put  into  effect.  Many  of  the  churches  and  schools  which  had  been  torn 
down  during  the  occupation  have  been  rebuilt,  hospitals  repaired  and 
some  equipment  installed,  and  relief  food  and  clothing  provided  for 
refugees. 


The  Christian  Church  in  Korea  survived  the  war!  In  practically  all  of 
the  churches  the  attendance  is  on  the  increase,  with  voung  people  present  in 
unprecedented  numbers.  An  aggressive  evangelistic  program  is  under  way, 
using  the  laymen  as  well  as  the  pastors. 


Rural  Approximately  two-thirds  of  all  Koreans  are  members  of  farm 
households  . . . and  the  early  Presbyterian  missionaries  soon 
realized  the  necessity  of  itineration  into  rural  areas  where  the)  combined 
evangelistic  work  with  courses  in  language  study,  animal  husbandry,  farm 
crops  and  rice  culture.  They  set  up  small  experimental  stations  and  taught 
the  farmers  advanced  agricultural  methods  and  the  repair  of  farm  equip- 
ment. Thousands  of  rural  Christians  were  trained  in  Bible  Institutes  to 
depend  on  the  Word  of  God  and  to  support  their  own  churches. 


With  understanding  guidance  the 
rural  church  in  Korea  mav  become  the 
center  of  a vigorous  evangelistic  pro- 
gram, of  community  organizations  for 
men.  women  and  children;  for  educa- 
tional activities;  agricultural  improve- 
ments; for  social  welfare  and  uplift  work 
and  for  itinerating  bands  with  audio- 
visual equipment. 


\\  hen  war  struck,  the  work  of  the  missionaries  was  brought  to  a sudden 
stop.  But  the  faithful  Korean  farmer 
carried  on.  and  at  the  close  of  war  the 
churches  in  rural  communities  were 
found  in  good  repair  and  well  attended. 


Going  To  Market. 
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A congregation  which  began  a year  ago  with  50 
now  overflows  the  church  with  4,000  members 


Church  There  are  over  600,000  Protestant  Christians  in  Korea,  a 
small  number,  but  the  largest  percentage  in  any  Oriental 
country.  7 o them  the  Church  is  the  only  foundation  and  hope  for  their 
country.  Immediately  after  the  war,  they  began  to  rebuild  the  torn-down 
c hurches,  and  in  many  cases  the  Shinto  temples  have  been  turned  over  to 
them  for  their  Christian  services. 


In  spite  of  the  atheistic  totalitarian  regime  that  is  seeking  to  crush  the 
people  of  the  north,  some  churches  still  hold  regular  services  which  are  well 
attended.  In  the  south,  the  church  has  had  a vigorous  program  strengthened 
by  refugee  pastors  and  laymen,  who  have  established  more  than  seventv 
new  congregations.  One  of  these  is  now  a church  of  4,000  members,  the 
largest  in  Korea. 

A Christian  7 outh  Movement  has  been  started  bv  a voung  Korean 
pastor  and  has  been  enthusiasticallv  received  bv  the  young  men  and  women 
in  Taegu,  Andong  and  Seoul. 

There  is  a sense  of  urgency  over  the  whole  church.  Revival  meetings  are 
being  held,  and  everywhere  the  door  is  wide  open  to  the  gospel  message. 

Says  Dr.  Syngman  Rhee,  president  of  the  Republic  of  Korea,  and  a 
Christian  . . . 


"We  shall  continue  to  welcome  in  full  co-operation  the  splendid  and 
generous  interest  of  Christian  Churches  abroad.” 


Tents  shelter  refugees  in  camp  outside  of  Seoul. 

— Religious  News  Service  Photo. 


NOW 

IS  THE  TIME 
IN  KOREA. ..for- 


Increased  emphasis  on  evangelism  as  the 
chief  aim  of  every  sphere  of  our  work. 

The  establishment  of  more  churches. 

The  Christian  Literature  Society  and  the 
Korean  Bible  Society  to  make  available 
more  Bibles,  hymnals  and  other  Christian 
literature. 


A consolidated  Christian  film  library  with  adequate  facilities  for  a 
visual  education  program  for  all  denominations. 


Reclaiming  and  rehabilitating  former  hospitals,  clinics,  health  and 
social  centers. 

The  further  development  of  women’s  organizations  within  the  Church 
to  co-operate  with  government  and  community  agencies  for  the  improve- 
ment of  standards  of  family  life. 

The  undergirding  of  Chosun  Christian  University  and  Severance 
Medical  College  in  order  to  develop  the  leadership  so  needed  in  the  church 
and  the  new  republic. 

F ull  co-operation  with  the  National  Christian  Council  and  the 
Christian  Literature  Society  in  developing  the  new  Christian  radio  broad- 
casting station  in  Seoul. 


MISSIONARY  STAFF  — KOREA 


Rev.  Edward  Adams,  Field  Secretary 

Mrs.  Edward  Adams 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  J.  Adams 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Bercovitz,  Jr. 

Miss  Anna  L.  Bergman 

Miss  Gerda  O.  Bergman 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  D.  Bigger 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  H.  Blaine,  Jr. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Archibald  Campbell 

Miss  Katherine  E.  Clark 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Y.  Crothers 

Miss  Minnie  C.  Davie 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  Otto  DeCamp 

Miss  Jean  Delmarter 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald  G.  Fletcher 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Genso 

Miss  Marion  E.  Hartness 

Rev.  Harold  H.  Henderson 


Mrs.  Lloyd  P.  Henderson 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  J.  Hill 

Miss  Olga  C.  Johnson 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Kinsler 

Miss  Edna  M.  Lawrence 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  DeWitt  S.  Lowe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dexter  N.  Lutz 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Lyon 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Miller 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  F.  Moffett 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Phillips 

Miss  Lilian  Ross 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  K.  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  G.  Underwood 

Dr.  Horace  H.  Underwood 

Rev.  John  T.  Underwood 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Van  Lierop 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Yoelkel 


SPECIAL  TERM  MISSIONARIES 

Mr.  James  M.  Phillips  Miss  Marion  A.  Shaw 

Mr.  Raymond  Clair  Provost,  Jr. 

REINFORCEMENTS  FOR  1950 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Rice 


Transferred  from  China  for  Temporary  Service  in  Korea 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  H.  Holland  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earle  J.  Woodberrv 


Missionaries  not  in 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Welling  T.  Cook 
Miss  Hallie  Covington 
Rev.  Clarence  S.  Hoffman 
Miss  Vera  F.  Ingerson 


Active  Service  and  on  Extended  Furlough 
M iss  Ranier  J.  McKenzie 
Miss  Edith  G.  Myers 
Miss  Ella  J.  Sharrocks 
Miss  Olivette  R.  Swallen 

Miss  Margo  Lewis 
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